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*** Novenber 2003 |ssue ***

The El ectronic Newsletter of the Institute for Cvil Infrastructure Systens (ICIS) at New
York University's Robert F. Wagner School of Public Service
(http://ww. nyu. edu/icis)
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IN TH S | SSUE:
I NFRASTRUCTURE NEWS

"Energy Bill Blocked in Senate, At Least for Now'

"Germany Starts Historic Nucl ear-Power Shutdown as First Plant Switches Of"
"U S Wants a Smarter Gid to Avoid Anot her Bl ackout™

"Panel Suggests Gas Tax Rise in New Jersey"

"Metro's Train Comes In: Rail Plan Approved"

"Congestion Charging 6 Months On"

"Recycling for Reefs: Mre than Redbirds”

"State Pronotes Test for Projects”

"Happy Trails"

"Texas Fish on Prozac Pose a Probl ent

"Designers Scranmble to Meet Myriad Needs of Utilities”

"Di sconnect ed Urbani snt

First Honel and Security University Center of Excell ence Announced: Honel and Security
Center for Ri sk and Econom ¢ Anal ysis of Terrorism Events

* "The Subcomm ttee on Water Resources and Environnment Hearing on Financing Port
Infrastructure - Who Shoul d Pay?"

* "Housi ng: Shi ppi ng Containers Show Pronise for Living Space"

L B I B T N

UPCOM NG EVENTS
FORTHCOM NG EVENTS I N 2004

WEB FEATURE OF THE MONTH. "M T OpenCour seWare: Urban Studi es and Pl anni ng"
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"Energy Bill Blocked in Senate, At Least for Now'
A vote in the Senate on Novenber 21st collected enough votes to block the Bush
adm ni stration's energy bill... at least for the tine being.

I chni owski, Tom "Energy Bill Blocked in Senate, At Least for Now. " MG aw Hll
Construction, enr.construction.com Novenber 21 2003. 1 Decenber 2003.
http://ww. construction. conl NewsCent er/ Headl i nes/ ENR/ 20031121b. asp

"Germany Starts Hi storic Nucl ear- Power
Shut down as First Plant Switches O f"

Ger many began cl osi ng one of eighteen nuclear power plants, comrencing a new plan to
shift the country's energy supply permanently away from nucl ear energy over the next two
decades.

Associ ated Press. "CGernmany Starts Historic Nucl ear-Power Shutdown as First Plant Swtches
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O f." PlanetSave.com Novemnber 14 2003. 30 Novenber 2003.
http://ww. pl anet save. conf Vi ewSt ory. asp?l D=4486

"U'S. Wants a Smarter Gid to Avoid Another Bl ackout™
El ectric transm ssion experts have been researching a "smarter” electric grid systemthat
utilizes information technology in real tinme to avoid breakdowns.

Kenezis, Paul. "U S. Wants a Smarter Gid to Avoid Another Blackout." MG aw Hill
Construction, enr.construction.com Novenber 24 2003. 1 Decenber 2003.
http://ww. construction. conl NewsCent er/ Headl i nes/ ENR/ 20031124l . asp

"Panel Suggests Gas Tax Rise in New Jersey”

New Jersey Governor Janes MG eevey's transportation conm ssion recently reconended that
the state increase its gasoline tax by 12.5 cents or nore per gallon, which may spark a
political controversy over the matter.

Koci eni ewski, David. "Panel Suggests Gas Tax Rise in New Jersey." New York Tines.
Novenmber 25 2003. 30 Novenber 2003.
http://ww. nytinmes. com 2003/ 11/ 25/ nyr egi on/ 25JERS. ht n

TRANSPORTATI ON

"Metro's Train Conmes In: Rail Plan Approved"

Vot ers approved Houston's Metropolitan Transit Authority's $7.5 billion regional transit
pl an despite strong opposition forces. The result will change the nature of
transportation in Houston, decreasing reliance on cars.

Wal I, Lucas. "Metro's Train Conmes In: Rail Plan Approved." Houston Chronicle. November 5
2003. 23 Novemrber 2003.
http://ww. chron. coni cs/ CDA/ ssistory.npl/ec/metrorail /2201398

Transport for London reviews the inmpacts of congestion pricing in London 6 nonths after
its launch. Findings include a 30%reduction of traffic delays in the chargi ng zone,
less tinme spent at | ower speeds and traffic queues and estimates of traffic and comruter
di ver si on.

Transport for London. "Congestion Charging 6 Months On." Transport for London. Cctober 23
2003. 23 Novemrber 2003.
http://ww. tfl.gov.uk/tfl/downl oads/ pdf/congesti on-chargi ng/ cc- 6nont hson. pdf

"Recycling for Reefs: Mre than Redbirds”

Wth the retirenent of the |ast Redbird subway cars, Waterwire exam nes the practice of
utilizing subway cars as artificial reefs.

Gai nes, Porter-Ann. "Recycling for Reefs: Mire than Redbirds.” Waterw re.net. Novenber 12
2003. 23 Novemnber 2003.
http://ww. wat erwi re. net/ news/fullstory. cfnCont| D=1455

"State Pronptes Test for Projects”
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Governor Romney of Massachusetts proposes new criteria to gauge future major
transportation projects, including neasures of cost-effectiveness, congestion reduction
envi ronnent inpact and benefit, and the pronption conpact devel opnment.

Flint, Anthony. "State Pronbtes Test for Projects.” Boston d obe. Novenber 11 2003. 23
November 2003.
http://ww. boston. com’ news/ | ocal / massachusetts/articl es/ 2003/ 11/11/state_pronotes_test_for_projects/

Urban areas are seeing the inclusion of bicycle paths into the city as new transportation
corridors, including recent rail-to-trail conversions.

Atkin, Ross. "Happy Trails." Christian Science Mnitor. Novenber 19 2003. 23 Novenber
2003.

http://ww. csnmonitor.com 2003/ 1119/ pl11s02-1i hc. htm

WATER & WASTEWATER

Fl uoxetine, the active ingredient in Prozac, has found its way through an area wastewater
treatnment plant into Lake Lewisville, northwest of Dallas.

Her skovitz, Jon. "Texas Fish on Prozac Pose a Problem" Reuters. ESPN Qutdoors. 30
Novenber 2003.
http://espn. go. conf out door s/ conservati on/ news/ 2003/ 1027/ 1648110. ht m

"Designers Scranble to Meet Myriad Needs of Utilities”
McGraw Hi Il Construction exam nes the state of security investnments in our nation's water
utilities.

Rosta, Paul B. "Designers Scranble to Meet Myriad Needs of Utilities.”" MGaw Hill
Construction, enr.construction.com Decenber 1 2003. 1 Decenber 2003.
http://ww. construction. conl NewsCent er/ Headl i nes/ ENR/ 20031201d. asp

TELECOMMUNI CATI ONS

Paul Col dberger di scusses how cell phones have changed our sense of place, intruding into
every possible nmoment and | ocation and creating a di sconnect between the urban dwell er
and their experience of place.

Gol dberger, Paul. "D sconnected Urbanism"™ Metropolis Magazi ne. Novenber 2003. 23
Novenber 2003.
http://ww. met ropol i smag. com htm /content 1103/ obj /i ndex. ht n

GENERAL | NFRASTRUCTURE

First Honel and Security University Center of

Excel | ence Announced: Honel and Security Center

for Ri sk and Econonic Analysis of Terrorism Events

The U.S. Departnent of Homel and Security selected the University of Southern California
(as the lead institution) as the first Honel and Security University Center of Excell ence.
The new center, housed at USC, is called the Homel and Security Center for Risk and
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Econom ¢ Anal ysis of Terrorism Events, and is headed by Professors Randol ph Hall (Pl) and
Detl of von Wnterfeldt (co-Pl) at USC. University partners with USC are New York

Uni versity, Wagner G aduate School of Public Service - The Institute for Cvil
Infrastructure Systens (Professor Rae Zi mmerman), the University of Wsconsin at Madi son
(Professor Vicki Bier), and individuals at the University of California (Berkeley) and
fromMT. The USC team was selected from 72 applications.

U S. DHS rel ease http://ww. dhs. gov/ dhspubl i c/ di spl ay?cont ent =2387
NYU- Wagner School Rel ease http://ww. nyu. edu/ publicaffairs/
http://ww. nyu. edu/ wagner/ news/ 146. ht m

PORT | NFRASTRUCTURE

"The Subconmmittee on Water Resources and Environnent Hearing on

Fi nancing Port Infrastructure - Who Shoul d Pay?"

The House of Representatives Water Resources and Environment Subconmittee held a Novenber
20, 2003 hearing to discuss financing for port infrastructure projects, and assess

whet her changes will be needed to adequately support future needs. Testinony
transcriptions include: U S. Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA), U S. Rep. Doug Gse (R CA),
Jean C. Godwi n (Executive Vice President and General Counsel, American Association of
Port Authorities), Robin Lanier (Executive Director, Waterfront Coalition) and

Chri stopher Koch (President and CEQ, World Shipping Council).

"Housi ng: Shi ppi ng Contai ners Show Prom se for Living Space"

In response to the tens of thousands of enpty shipping containers crowdi ng seaports
across the United States, Fox & Fow e Architects is devel opi ng a uni que housi ng project
based on shi pping containers as building nmaterials. The result is a new approach to an
ur ban m xed-use comunity.

Angel o, WIlliam J. "Shipping Contai ners Show Prom se for Living Space.” MG awHill
Construction Engi neering News-Record. Novenber 17 2003. 23 Novenber 2003.
http://ww. enr.conf news/ bui | di ngs/ archi ves/ 031117. asp

IR R R E RS EEEREEEREEEEEREREEEEREEEREEEEEEEEEREEEEEREEEEEEEREEREEEER]

Wednesday, Decenber 3, 2003

Web Conf erence

Presented by the American Pl anning Association and the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy,
this audi o conference series addresses the value of parks and greenery to environnental

pl anni ng. Panelists include Mark A. Benedi ct (Senior Associate, Strategic Conservation,
The Conservation Fund), Peggy Harwood (National Program Manager, USDA Forest Service -
Urban & Comunity Forestry), Megan Lewis, AICP (Senior Research Associate, Anmerican

Pl anni ng Associ ation), Jack Scholl, AICP (Senior Principle, Environnental Planning &
Design, LLC), and noderator Stuart Meck, FAICP (Senior Research Fellow, American Pl anning
Associ ation). (APA)

Time: 4 ppm - 5p.m ET.
For nore information: http://ww. planni ng. org/ audi oconf erence/

Sunday, Decenber 7 through Tuesday, Decenber 9, 2003

"Transit Initiatives and Conmunities: Lessons Learned"
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Tenpe, AZ

The Center for Transportation Excellence in Tenpe, AZ hosts a conference that ains to
equip local groups with the tools to bring transit initiatives to their comunities.
Sessions include "Devel oping a Wnni ng Message,” "Tactics and Strategies,” "Marketing and
Medi a,” "Raising funds,"” "Recent Case Studies,"” and "Canpaign Planning." (Center for
Transportati on Excel | ence)

For nore information: ww. cfte.org/events. asp

Tuesday, Decenber 9 through Friday, Decenber 12, 2003

"Ground Water in Coastal Zones:

Avai l ability, Sustainability and Protection”

Ol ando, FL

The Associ ation of Ground Water Scientists and Engineers, a division of the National
Ground Water Association (NGM), presents their annual conference exam ning issues of
groundwat er health in coastal zones.

Phone: 800-551-7379, ex. 554
e-mail: ctreyens@gwa. org
For nore information: ww. ngwa. or g/ pdf / AGABEbr ochur e. pdf

Through Monday, January 19, 2004

New York City, NY

The Museum of the City of New York hosts this fascinating exhibit exam ning |eading
designs on "green" skyscrapers and negastructures, built to consume |ess energy and
utilize renewable materials and resources.

For nore information: http://ww. ncny. org/ Exhi bitions/Bi gG een/ Bi gngreen. ht m
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Monday, March 22 and Tuesday, March 23, 2004

"Security Threats in a Networked Worl d:

New Technol ogi es, New Chal | enges”

Chat ham House, London SW

A conference organi zed by The Royal Institute of International Affairs in association
with the UK Cabinet Ofice, Civil Contingencies Secretariat.

Web: http://ww.riia.org

Phone: Conference Unit on +44 (0) 20 7957 5754

e-mail: conferences@iia.org

Mai |l : The Royal Institute of International Affairs, Chatham House, St Janes's Square,
London SWY 4LE, WK

Monday, March 29 and Tuesday, March 30, 2004

"The 3rd Annual New Roofs for a New Century International Conference"

New York, NY
The 3rd Annual New Roofs for a New Century International Conference (NRNC) kicks off in
New York City.

e-mai | : EBANYS@ol . com
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Web: http://ww. eba- nys. or g/
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WEB FEATURE OF THE MONTH

"M T OpenCourseWare: Urban Studies and Pl anni ng"

M T OpenCourseWare offers free MT Uban Studies and Pl anning course materials to the
public. Over 30 courses are featured in Uban Studies and Pl anning, from " Sustainable
Energy” to "Urban Transportation Planning.”™ No registration is required.

Source: http://ocw mt.edu/ Ccweéb/ U ban- St udi es- and- Pl anni ng/ i ndex. ht m
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The | NFRASTRUCTURE | NFORMER hi ghli ghts innovative projects, practices, research and
initiatives in the planning, financing, operation, and managenment of civil infrastructure
systens. By focusing on innovation and col | aborati on anong stakehol ders, ICIS intends for
the newsletter to both informand connect various individuals and organi zations from a
range of disciplines and perspectives. It is also used to pronote related infrastructure
events and activities taking place around the country.

You are receiving this electronic newsletter because you have cone into contact with ICS
in some way: virtually, through signing our web site guest book, or physically, through
meeti ng soneone connected to ICIS at a workshop or conference.

ICIS was established in January 1998 with funding fromthe National Science Foundation
Located at New York University, the I1ClS consortiumincludes: NYU, Cornell University,

Pol ytechnic University of New York, and the University of Southern California.

We wel come comrents or suggestions for future issues and encourage you to forward this
newsl etter on to coll eagues and others who nmight be interested. If you have trouble
accessing the full articles of this edition, please send your correspondence via email to
i ci s@yu. edu.
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